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Course Description:  

Medical Ethics is a year long capstone course for seniors that explores and researches issues related to the Health and Social Science fields.  Students will examine moral dilemmas created or intensified by advances in medical technology and carefully examine historical, current, and emerging ethical issues related to both domestic and global health.  Students will demonstrate knowledge by participating in class and small group discussions, debates, research papers, documentary film analysis, field trips, and exposure to guest lecturers.  Throughout the year, all students manage and complete cross-curricular, integrated projects, some of which involve community action components.  As the capstone event, seniors present their college success portfolio in which they defend their work and skills learned throughout their four-year journey.  Akin to a dissertation defense or professional presentation, students stand before a panel of their peers, adult educators, and mentors to demonstrate the depth of what they know and can do, while reflecting on their growth during learning process.  Areas of focus in the course include but are not limited to the following:

	· Ableism and treatment for disabled persons

· Eugenics

· Trade in human organs

· Infectious Diseases & health inequalities within and between countries

· Medical research abuses and human experimentation

· Health consequences of war and bioterrorism

· Forced end of life issues, euthanasia and the right to die
	· Mental Illness & behavior modification

· Assisted-reproductive technologies, abortion and birth control, sexuality, and forced sterilization

· Genetic screening, engineering, and human enhancement

· Health Care Reform, the health care business, and medical marketing

· Access to health care and allocation of scarce medical resources


Student Performance Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Utilize critical thinking and analysis skills to define and apply medical ethics reasoning/decision making models to issues they may encounter in their careers or post-secondary education related to health care and medical settings.

2. Manage and complete several integrated projects between various core courses of study (English, Government, Economics, Physics, and Mathematics).
3. Articulate knowledge both in writing and verbally through research papers, opinion papers, case studies, both formal and informal debates, and presentations demonstrating incorporation of DLMHS VITALs and cross-curricular connections (Senior VITALs Defense).

4. Develop the ability to learn in the seminar style and to foster the use of analytical skills in this context.

5. Manage and complete an integrated senior research project to be evaluated by health care professionals and pathway teachers on a medical ethics issue that embraces the “Be the Change” theme and showcases the students’ plan for choosing to participate.

Code of Conduct:
This class will cover controversial material over which there is much social debate.  Open discussion is encouraged, though students should be respectful toward those expressing opinions different from their own.  This includes not interrupting others or speaking out of turn, and not engaging in personal attacks.  Students should instead focus on the arguments presented.

Course Standards Addressed:

A)  Health Science and Medical Technology Industry Sector Standards:

1.0 Academics

Students understand the academic content required for entry into postsecondary education and employment in the Health Science and Medical Technology sector.

1.3 History–Social Science

Specific applications of United States History and Geography: Continuity and Change in the Twentieth Century standards:

· 11.8 - Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II America.

· 11.8.7 - Describe the effects on society and the economy of technological developments since 1945, including the computer revolution, changes in communication, advances in medicine, and improvements in agricultural technology.

· 11.11 - Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in contemporary American society.

· 11.11.3 - Describe the changing roles of women in society as reflected in the entry of more women into the labor force and the changing family structure.

· 11.11.6 - Analyze the persistence of poverty and how different analyses of this issue influence welfare reform, health insurance reform, and other social policies.

· 11.11.7 - Explain how the federal, state, and local governments have responded to demographic and social changes such as population shifts to the suburbs, racial concentrations in the cities, Frostbelt-to-Sunbelt migration, international migration, decline of family farms, increases in out-of-wedlock births, and drug abuse.

8.0 Ethics and Legal Responsibilities

Students understand professional, ethical, and legal behavior consistent with applicable laws, regulations, and organizational norms:

· 8.1 - Know the major local, district, state, and federal regulatory agencies and entities that affect the industry and how they enforce laws and regulations.

· 8.2 - Understand the concept and application of ethical and legal behavior consistent with workplace standards.

· 8.3 - Understand the role of personal integrity and ethical behavior in the workplace.

· 8.4 - Understand the ways in which ethical considerations affect emerging technologies and their impact on society.

· 8.5 Understand and maintain the Patients’ Bill of Rights, patients’ and clients’ confidentiality, and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.
B)  National Healthcare Foundation Standards and Accountability Criteria:

Foundation Standard 3: Systems

Healthcare professionals will understand how their role fits into their department, their organization and the overall healthcare environment.  They will identify how key systems affect services they perform and quality of care.

Accountability Criteria:

· 3.1 - Healthcare Delivery Systems

· 3.11 - Understand the healthcare delivery system (public, private, government, and non-profit).

· 3.12 - Explain the factors influencing healthcare delivery systems.

· 3.13 - Describe the responsibilities of consumers within the healthcare system.

· 3.14 - Explain the impact of emerging issues such as technology, epidemiology, bioethics, and socioeconomics on healthcare delivery systems.

· 3.15 - Discuss common methods of payment for healthcare.

Foundation Standard 5: Legal Responsibilities

Healthcare professionals will understand the legal responsibilities, limitations, and implications of their actions within the healthcare delivery setting.  They will perform their duties according to regulations, policies, laws and legislated rights of clients.
Accountability Criteria:

· 5.1 - Legal Implications

· 5.11 - Analyze legal responsibilities.

· 5.12  - Apply procedures for accurate documentation and record keeping.

· 5.2 - Legal Practices

· 5.21 - Apply standards for Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).

· 5.22 - Describe advance directives.

· 5.23 - Summarize the Patient’s Bill of Rights.

· 5.24 - Understand informed consent.

· 5.25 - Explain laws governing harassment, labor and scope of practice.

Foundation Standard 6: Ethics

Healthcare professionals will understand accepted ethical practices with respect to cultural, social, and ethnic differences within the healthcare environment.  They will perform quality healthcare delivery.

Accountability Criteria:

· 6.1 - Ethical Boundaries

· 6.11 - Differentiate between ethical and legal issues impacting healthcare.

· 6.12 - Recognize ethical issues and their implications related to healthcare.

· 6.2 - Ethical Practice

· 6.21 - Apply procedures for reporting activities and behaviors that affect the health, safety, and welfare of others.

· 6.3 - Cultural, Social, and Ethnic Diversity

· 6.31 - Understand religious and cultural values as they impact healthcare.

· 6.32 - Demonstrate respectful and empathetic treatment of ALL patients/clients (customer service).

C)  History/Social Science Standards:  Principles of American Democracy

12.1 - Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy.

3.  Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance between the classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as “self­evident truths.”

12.2 - Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them, and how they are secured.

1.  Discuss the meaning and importance of each of the rights guaranteed under the Bill of Rights and how each is secured (e.g., freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, petition, privacy).

5.  Describe the reciprocity between rights and obligations; that is, why enjoyment of one’s rights entails respect for the rights of others.

12.7 - Students analyze and compare the powers and procedures of the national, state, tribal, and local governments.

5.  Explain how public policy is formed, including the setting of the public agenda and implementation of it through regulations and executive orders.

6.  Compare the processes of lawmaking at each of the three levels of government, including the role of lobbying and the media. 

7.  Identify the organization and jurisdiction of federal, state, and local (e.g., California) courts and the interrelationships among them.

12.9 - Students analyze the origins, characteristics, and development of different political systems across time, with emphasis on the quest for political democ­racy, its advances, and its obstacles. 

1.  Explain how the different philosophies and structures of feudalism, mercantilism, socialism, fascism, communism, monarchies, parliamentary systems, and constitutional liberal democracies influence economic policies, social welfare policies, and human rights practices.

Course Texts: 
Required:  
· Pence, Gregory, Classic Cases in Medical Ethics, 2003
· Devettere, Raymond J. Practical Decision Making in Health Care Ethics:  Cases and Concepts, 2010
Supplemental: 

· Kluchin, Rebecca M, Fit to Be Tied:  Sterilization and Reproductive Rights in America 1950-1990, 2004

· Washington, Harriet A, Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimentation on Black Americans from Colonial Times to the Present, 2007

· Holocaust and Human Behavior Reader – Facing History and Ourselves

· Race and Membership in America Reader – Facing History and Ourselves

· Various selections from current writings on the topics covered

· Selected articles from news media, the Center for Genetics and Society, The High School BioEthics Project, etc.

Grading Policy: 
Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage in the topic at hand.  This means all background reading and preparation work has been completed prior to entering the class.  Formative coursework and quizzes are assessed with feedback given, but are not included in the course grade.  Summative coursework and unit tests are assessed based on rubrics and corresponding point values indicating levels of proficiency (See below).  A proficiency level of  “0” means there was an insufficient amount of summative coursework and/or unit tests completed in order to determine the student’s grade.  

Proficiency Level
Grade

Grade Point

Performance Assessment


10/9


A

4.0


Advanced
8


B

3.0


Proficient
7


C

2.0


Developing
6


D

1.0


Emerging (UC/CSU a-g requirement NOT met)

5


F

0.0


Not Proficient (No credit earned for course)

0


F

0.0


Incomplete/Unable to determine proficiency 

(No credit earned for course)

Academic Honesty: 

Students at Dozier-Libbey are expected to maintain accepted standards for personal integrity when it comes to submitting written work for a grade.  Neither copying work (no matter how small the amount) nor providing work to another student for the purpose of copying, nor any form of Plagiarism will be tolerated.  This includes failure to cite sources using both in-text citations and a works cited page.  Any instance of academic cheating will result in consequences as outlined by the AUSD disciplinary code, up to and including a failing grade for the course.

Assessment:
Formative Coursework (including homework):

· To help students prepare for college-level pacing and rigor, frequent formative coursework will be given following reading assignments and lectures and are intended to provide feedback to students.
· These assignments and quizzes are not included in the calculation of the students’ grades.  Rather, the feedback is to be used to help students monitor their progress towards meeting the learning outcomes of the unit/course and help identify areas of further work needed in a given subject area.
Summative Coursework (may include some homework):

· Grades in this course indicate the student’s ability to articulate their knowledge in a given subject matter area, therefore only summative coursework and unit tests are included in the grade.
· Summative coursework is given after the student has completed the formative coursework and quizzes mentioned above and has received feedback for further study.  This can include essays, individual and group projects, various activities, Socratic seminars and other types of discussion, and presentations.
Instructional Units by Week (Tentative):
Semester 1

Unit #1:
Introduction and Investigation of Medical Ethics (3 ½ weeks:  8/15-9/10)

· What is Medical Ethics?  Why Study Ethics?
· The Ethical Reasoning Model; Decision Models, Protocol Process

· Individual and Society; We and They; Who has power?  Who has responsibility and what is it? Morals/Virtues/Values
· Hippocratic Oath:  Ancient and Modern

· Making Decisions for Oneself and Others – Matters of Life and Death 

· Right to Life; Right to Die

· Case Studies:  Terri Schiavo, Dax’s Case, and Baby Doe

· Film:  You Don’t Know Jack (Kevorkian) 

· Project:  Exploring additional case studies with application of the ethical reasoning and decision making models; Socratic Seminar

· Students begin assembling ethics articles scrapbook which will contain reference material related to “Frankenstein” for English/Medical Ethics/Economics integrated paper (visited via discussion roundtables throughout the course, due 2/1)

Unit #2:  Medical Ethics History and Abuses (5 Weeks:  9/11-10/12)

· Eugenics

· Race and Membership:  What does it mean to be “fit”?
· Medical Apartheid: Eugenic Control of African American Reproduction
· Fit to Be Tied:  Sterilization & Reproductive Rights
· Unethical Medical Research & Practices

· The Power of Scientists and Physicians
· Nazi Medicine – What do we do with this research?  The Challenge and Lessons of Nazi Medical Experiments
· Tuskegee Syphilis Study

· Film:  Miss Evers’ Boys

· Case Study:  Genie - A Scientific Tragedy (Language Acquisition Theory and Testing)
· Research Project:  Student selection of issue related to medical ethics history and abuses
· Integrated Assessment in English/Medical Ethics

· Expert group work; Ethical Reasoning/Decision Making Model application; Student-led teaching seminar; individual paper

· Potential Topics of Interest:

· Further investigation into Nazi experiments

· Animal Experimentation

· Japanese Experimentation on Captured Chinese and Americans
· Biological Experimentation during the Korean War
· Drug Testing on Soldiers (LSD)
· African Americans

· Medical Exploitation of Slaves and Freedmen
· Post Civil War Medical Experimentation
· Radiation Experimentation
· Research on Black Prisoners
· Technology and Current Medical Research on Blacks Today
Unit #3:  Genetics, New Technologies & Controversies Over Who Has Control of our Bodies (4 Weeks:  10/15 – 11/9)

· New Technologies and the Ethics of their use
· Stem Cells

· Cloning & Genetically Modified Animals, Organs, and Food
· Genetic Testing and Screening
· Reproduction Issues and Prenatal Life

· Reproductive Tourism

· IVF

· Surrogacy

· Designer Babies

· Abortion; RU486

· Maternal-Fetal Treatment

· Integrated Project:  English/Medical Ethics/Government utilizing “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks”
Unit #4  Human Enhancement and Disabilities (4 Weeks:  11/13 – 12/14; Thanksgiving Break 11/19-23)
· Ableism
· Integrated Project:   Physics/Medical Ethics/Government/English/Math/Art (Project EDDIE – combined Sem. 1 final)
· Explores disability, ableism, eugenics and transhumanism in the context of emerging human enhancement technologies.
· Medical Ethics Essential Question: what does it mean to design “better humans” and do we want to?
· Underlying questions:
· What does “disabled” mean when a man with no legs can run faster than many Olympic sprinters? 

· With prenatal screening able to predict hundreds of probable conditions, who should determine what kind of people get to be born? 

· If you could augment your body’s abilities in any way imaginable what would you do?
· Documentary Screening:  “Fixed:  the Science/Fiction of Human Enhancement”

· Guest Lecture from the filmmaker Regan Brashear

· Goal of the film is to challenge entrenched notions of “normal” by supporting new ways of thinking about disability, ability and difference, as well as to examine how cultural values get embedded in our technology. We look at the long history of eugenics in this country and beyond, and then question human enhancement technologies in light of this history while still encouraging creativity and imagination to flourish. Finally, and most importantly, we aim to stimulate public involvement in the direction and application of emerging human enhancement technologies. Who will benefit from these technologies? At what cost?

· Oral History Investigation:  Disability Rights and Independent Living Movement (U.C. Berkeley)

· Additional Film Study & Protocol Discussions:  Emmanuel’s Gift and Moja Moja

· Tentative Guest Lecture:  Emily Smith Beitiks, Center for Genetics and Society

· Ph.D. candidate in American Studies at the University of Minnesota. She attended the University of California, Davis and received a B.A. in American Studies. Emily's dissertation, "Body Upgrades? Embodying Technoscience while Resisting Cures," looks to integrate Disability Studies and Science and Technology Studies into American Studies. In particular, she questions U.S. hegemonic celebrations of the disabled body being "fixed" by technological interventions in science policy and popular culture, while looking at how people with disabilities understand the body/machine interface in ways that resist a simplified cyborg representation through the disability rights movement and emerging assistive technology-focused communities. She has taught at UMN, UCSC, UCD, and in Ghana with course topics covering social justice, cultural understandings of "the body," and the role of technology in American culture. She now lives in San Francisco and is entering what she hopes will be the final year of her dissertation project.
Finals Week 12/17-20

Semester 2

Unit #5:  Mental Health (3 Weeks:  1/8 – 1/25)

· Psychiatric Treatment in the First Half of the 20th Century and beyond
· Malaria-fever therapy for neurosyphilis (1917)

· Shock therapies (1930s and beyond)

· Mistreatment of the Mentally Ill

· Lobotomy

· Abuse & Neglect

· Criminalization of the Mentally Ill

· Film:  One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest 

· Behavior Management through Chemicals (ADHD and other behavior disorders)
· The rise of Mental Illness Diagnoses and the use of Psychiatric Drugs

Unit #6:  The Business of Health Care and Public Health Policy at Home and Abroad (4 weeks: 1/28 – 2/22)
· The “Business” of Health Care and Public Health Policy

· Access to and Cost of Care 
· Pharmaceuticals:  Over-diagnosing and Medical Marketing
· Allocation of Scarce Resources (including organ transplantation issues)

· Health Care Reform
· Health inequality within and between countries (Where do our responsibilities end?)
· Treatment and Abuse of Women & Children Around the World
· AIDS, Epidemics and Infectious Disease (When to immunize?)

· Treatment for Soldiers/Veterans and the Health consequences of war
· Chemical Warfare and Bioterrorism
· Integrated Project:  English/Medical Ethics/Economics – “Frankenstein” Persuasive Paper based on cumulative ethics research
Capstone Integrated Senior Project: “Be the Change…Choose to Participate” (5 weeks, excluding Spring Break – 3/29-4/8: Preparation: 2/25 – 4/10; Presentations: 4/11-12)

· Students select a health/human rights related ethical issue to research, create an end-product with a community action plan

· Addresses the following broad areas:

· Historical and Current Issues

· Judgment

· Memory and Legacy

· Transitional Justice (Education, Institutional Reform, Cultural Responses, Judicial Responses, Reconciliation, Restitution & Reparations, Truth Seeking and Choosing to Participate)

Senior VITALs Defense:  (5 ½ weeks:  4/15 – 5/17 Preparation; 5/20-22 Defense Presentations; 5/28-30 Re-takes)

· Preparation and presentation of college success portfolio

· Defense of upper division (junior and senior year) work and skills

· Professional presentation demonstrating the depth of what they know and can do, while reflecting on their growth during learning process

· Assessed by panel of pathway teachers, mentors, parents, and workforce education partners

· Included as 10% of final grade in each senior course

· Requirement for DLMHS Certificate of Excellence:  Proficient or Above
Potential Research Topics/Issues for Capstone Research Project and/or Ethics Scrapbook:

· Child Labor

· Contemporary Slavery

· Arguments for and against slavery reparations

· Mental health

· Impaired physicians

· Health care and Physician fraud

· Culturally-defined illnesses

· Literacy and health care

· Other countries’ health care systems

· Religion and health care ethics

· Child and elder abuse

· Prostitution and Sex Trafficking
· Complementary and alternative medicine

· Corporal punishment

· Capital punishment

· Torture and human rights abuses

· The AIDS crisis in sub-Saharan Africa

· Vivisection

· Quarantines and infectious disease

· Campaign finance reform and health care

· Occupational health and Injury Prevention
· Farming and health (including Migrant workers and health)
· Breast feeding – international aspects of infant nutrition

· Pseudoscience and Health Quackery

· Diseases in history and ethical/unethical treatment of (tie to action today)

· Contraception and/or childbirth (including fertility issues)

· Medical aspects of adoption and foster care

· Sex education in the schools

· Various public health issues

· Medical student abuse

· Abortion
· Substance abuse policies

· Suicide

· Obesity and eating disorders

· Space medicine

· Many, many others!!!

